; Three Private © © 
' MEDITATIONS 
Which being , for the moſt 


Part ; of Publick Concernment, arc 
therefore Publiſhed, by their Author 


Gro. WirTtHereR. 


The Firſt; is a Private Thankſgiving, coli- 
ſiſting of three Hymns, whereby, GOD is mag- 
nified for his Mercy vouchſafed in the Vate 1n- 

agement berween the &ng/iſp and the Durch, in 
Fane 1665. Compoled after Celebrating the 
Publick Thanksg ing commanded by the King, 


The Second;is a Sacrifice of Praiſe and Prayer, 
by him offered to Almighty GOD, for his pro- 
vidential reſpe&t, ro Him, his Wife and Chrl- 
dren, during bis Impriſonment in the diſgrace- 
ful Goal of Newgare, when left deſticute of all 
ordinary means of ſubfiſtance, hy being depri- 
ved both of his Efte and Liberty, 


The Third, Intituled NIL UL TRA, 
is a Soli[oqurum, wherein, this Amthor, expreſſes 
the improbability, of an effeRual proceeding 
further,to.prevent the Sin:&?/agaes increaſing, 
by ought,which he can offer to conſideration, | 


- | —  —— 
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Imprinted in the Year, 1665, 


=. 


A Private 


 THANK-OBLATION 


Conſiſting of T bree Hymns, 


whereby Almighty GOD is magnified for 
his Mercy vouchſafed in the late Ingagement be- 
tween the Exg/# and the Dutch, in June 1665. 
after Celebration of the Pablick, Thanksgiving 
commanded by the King. 


T be firſt Hymn, « a Preparation of the heart, to 
the duty intended, 


Ne" what to GOD's praiſe belongs, 
[ will ſing in holy Sovgs , 
Who, ſhall from his beav'n/y Quire, 
With ſuch ſr aines my heart inſpire, 
Thar, (though diſtant) T, and they 
Therein, joyn together may : 
For,his influenced Grace 
Is not bard, by Time or Place, 


2. 
Let his Raies of Ligbs Divine, 
In me, and upon me ſhine, 
Let his holy ſpirit ſhake 
Droufie fleſh, till it ſhall wake ; 
A 2 
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Touch my Lips, unloſe my Tongue, 
That his #ra!ſes may be ſung, + 
For, till rouz d up, from on high, 
Dark, and drll and damb am 1, 
3. 
Humane werds , cannot impart 
What GOD ſpeaketh co my heart, 
Nor my faulcring congue declare 
All his Operations the: e, 
Yer, Iam compell'd ſometimes, 
In plain Verſe, and broken K:mer, 
Thus, ro ſtammer our ſuch rhings, 
As to me the ſpit brings. 


4. 
To extol what GOD hath done, 
Here, I muſ.ng am alone ; 
And, do praiſe him in my heart 
For what none can ciaima part ; 
But, what to his praiſe belongs 
Ile now ſing in Vocal ſongs 
And, will ſo his praiſe declare 
That, no man ſhall cherein ſhare. 
T he Second Hymn being an imperfett Narrative 4ud 
confeſſion ta Gods glory of-what he hath done for ws, 
'n the late Ingagement ,, bow little, we bave merited 
the mercies veuchſafed, and how merciful GODbhath 
been to both Nations, + | | 


| Bon in a p#b/ich meeting, 1, this day 

Have joyn'd, a Sacrifice of ſhanks to pay ; 
And, being warmed at the common fire, 
(By what external wotons could inſpire} 


tz. 


i 
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To perſe& that which is begun, 
(And ought in duty to be done) 
1, now withdraw into my heart, 
To ſpeak to thee, who therein art; 
And learn, how, L may to thy praiſe, 
So ſanRifie my words and wayer , 
That, henceforch,they may more conduce unto 
Thy glory, then they heretofore could db. 
Oh !let my Meditations be 
Made acceptable unto thee. 


2. 
For V.&ory confer'd, we prais'd thy Name , 
We hear, our foes have likewiſe done the ſame, 
And doubtleſs, whoſoever /oft or wor, 
To thee, are praiſes due for what is done, 
Yea, no leſs praiſe for what is {ft, 
Then thar, for which we triumph moſt ; 
The one our pride may elevate, 
The other, bamble «s, for that 
Which was miſ-a&ed,or miſ-ſpoke : 
For, Thou, who heed of both haſt took, 
So graciouſly, otr Lord, haſt ſhar'd betwixc 
Both Nations, ſweet with bitter, intermixt, 
That, no man, this day duly keeps, 
Save he, who therein /ings and weep, 


3» 
For, all Tr@»ſaftions, which concern in groſs 
Our pa»blick 
(And, which unto our knowledge, fame doth 
Well-weighd)gives cauſe,no leſs to weep,then fag, 
The good ſucceſſes we bave had 
Abate ſome fears to make us glad , 
The bopes,which thoſe events do give 
(Of what we willingly believc) 


A 3 


or our prove gain, or leſs (bring) 
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So high our expettations rear 
As if, he we were above all fear. 
But, when we hear the many Lamentations 
For loſs of Limbs,, Lives,and belov'd Relations, 
To ſadneſs, all our Foy it turns, 
' And,he,who much rejoyced mourns. 


4, 

A final Conqueſt is not yet obtain'd ; 
That,rarely with one Fi&ory is gain'd : 
For,they who looſe at firſt,at lait,may win, 
By mending f4«/ts,with which,they did begin, 

And,they who did at firſt prevail, 

Find, oftentimes, their hopes to fail 

Becaule to rr»ſ{/eſs things they truſt, 

Orelle, employ to feed their Luſt, 

That, which thy Majefty intends 

Should ſtrengthen them to better ends. 
When, therefore-moſt YVittoriow we appear, 
Let us re/0zce,but,with a trembling fear , 

Leſt, when the rowling wheel ſhall turn, 

We,who rejoice, find cauſe to mourn. 


$. 

Thou art but little pleas'd (if ought at all) 
To ſee us triumph, when our foes do fall ; 
Eſpecially, when they(chough ours they be ) 
Are thy known enemics,ng more then we, 

To be our GOD, we thee profels, 

They (to our ares. + do no leſs, 

We ſay,our truſt is in thy Name , 

They may as-truly,ſay the ſame. 

Their fins are many ; weare ſure 

(Or may be)'that, ours are not fewer, 
We have nat yet,eur hopes at full enjoy'd , 
Nor arc their expetia5rons quite deſtroy'd 


A_ Private Thank-Oblation, 
To praiſe thee therefore, we and they, 
Are equally oblig d _— day. 


We ſay,the D«tchto us ingrateful be, 
Our Conſcience tells us,we are ſo to thee, 
They with our Nation cruelly bave dealt ; 
Our inhumanity, thy Sams have felr. 
Their Awvarice,makes them oppreſs; 
Ill bushaxndry and idleneſs, 
Have made out wayes,as grievous prove, 
To thoſe,who ſeek for peace in love. 
And, we, and they purſue the cowrſe 
Moſt likely, to make bad things worſe. 
Then, Lord, which offus, juſtly can expeR 
Thar, our Conteſts, ſhould have a good effeR? 
Or, that the one ſhould have a place 
Above the other in thy Grace ? 


7. 

Had it ſo pleaſed thee, thou at firſt Shock, 
Both Earthen Puchers, mightſt have juſtly broke , 
But they, (as if they had been made of leather) 
Are onely bruiz'd a being knackt togerher z 

Which,in meer love, to us and them, 

Thou didſt vouchſafe, to give us time, 

With more adviſement to take heed, 

What, by Comentien will ſucceed ; 

Leſt both before cheir quarrels end, 

Be broke like p»'s, which none can mend. 
Lord, were there but that mercy, ang no more, 
In that, which we pretend co praiſe thee for, 
Ic merics from ch, and that Nation, 
An cverlaſting Thank-0b14tion, 
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| 8, 
For, in this w#rcy, unto both extended, 
Are very many werce: comprehended, 
So complicated, one within another, 
And,to thy Judgment:,linked ſo together, 
1 hat, it we could be brought to learn 
How,tchey both Natzns doconcern 
To what,cach J«dgment doth direc, 
What every mrrcy might effe& , 
Whar,we ſhould ſeek, what we ſhould ſhnn, 
And, what, ought timely to be done , 
Tie wiſeſt men among us, could not tell 
Whecher,thoſe things which us have pleaſed well 
Or,thar, which grieves us moſt, ſhall beſt 
Thry loving k;ndneſs maniteſt. 


bl 


9. 
The Trophies, which moſt men delight to raiſe; 
As teſtimonies of a cha; kfal praiſe, 
For what thou daign'ſt, are buta medly mirth, 
Of wholſome ſimpler, mixt with courſeſt earth, 
Or,wich fuch noiſome weeds, as grow 
Upon dunghils here below, 
That, to thy noſtrils and thine eyes, 
Offenſive fuming: vaporize, 
Which do provoke thine anger more, 
* 1 hen many errors heretofore : 
And,that.which for thine honor. ſome pretend, 
is far their ow® praiſe,or.a baſer end , 
Eicher, to fatisfic their Leſt, 
Or, prai'c falſe gods in which they truſt. 
10. 
My GOD, look not ſeverely upon this, 
Or, 9n ought elſe, chat bath been done amils , 


For, | 


' 


| 
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For, no oblation can from us proceed; 
Which will deſerve a favourable heed; 
Some of our offerings, now and then, 
May beneficial be to wer; 
Or, torhy Saints on earth extend, 
If we confer them to that end 
| For which, they ſeem to be beſtown 
(And,in their welfare, ſeek our own : ) 
Bur,to advantage thee,the preciouſt thing, 
Which, we to pleaſg,or to appeaſe;cen bring, 
Adds nothing , though thou pleaſed art, 
With what comes from a faithful hearc, 


11, 
Be mindful ſtill,that we are fleſh aud blood, 
Whence, nothing can expected be that's good ; 
Till by his Croſs it ſhall be mortify'd, 
Who,to redeem it from corruption dy'd. 
Remember whereof we are made, 
Thar ey'n the belt of us are bad ; 
Our ſeeming ſanRihed joyes, 
Uncomely actions and rude noiſe, 
Which make thy beſt beloved ory, 
Inſtead of adding to thy glory. 


| Oh! let hereof, a free nnfain'd confeſſion, 


(A burnt oblation made by true contrition, 
And, hallow'd by Ebri/s blood) purge benee; 
All,chat, which gives tg thee offence, 
12, 
The more thou ſhak inlarge our wea!th and power, 
Our ſelves,ler us lay down ſo much the lower , 
And, rather uſe them to unite together 
In love,then in deſtroying one another, 
He,in the beſt mode gives thee praiſe, 
Who, ordereth aright his wayes , 
B Whoy 


Who, juſtifies thee in thy rf, 
By thereunto, conforming (till, 
And brings to'thee a contyire kear!, 
Afcribing thereto no deſert : 
This is, molt gracious GOD, a ſacrifice, 
Which thou didſt never (never wilt) deſpiſe; 
And, ſuch a ſ-cr-fice, I pray 
Make that, which 1 preſent this day, 
13, 
Unfaigned thanks my heart retnrns to thee, 
For that, which thou haſt done, what e*re it by, 
Aga n/t,or for w : hearty thanks we owe 
Both for what thou withholdit, and doft beſtow. 
<[ roſferity its no true ſign 
Who is a Favowr:te of thine , 
Nor any one doſt thou reje&, 
Whom trequently thou doſticorreR, 
Unleſs hebe more w1/f#/ far 
Then fra:/-, as very many are , 
And whether thou doſt give us wownd', or heal, 
Ic will at laſt, conauce unto our weal, 
If we, (but as we may) perſever 
In contributmng our endeaver, 
I4. 
Tx of thy greateſt Plagari,on us, now lie 
The chird 15 threatned, and ſeems very nigh : 
Thy other Fudgment: alſo ſcarred are 
So thick, though theſe chree Kindoms evry where, 
Tha:, by them, very tew or none, 
Have fcaped being (eiz'd upon , 
Or, being pinchc, in what relates 
Unto their [er {+ Or Eſtare' . 
Yet, //n doih moſt men fo beſot, 
As it chy frawns they feared nor; 
And, 


__ Ss | 


IH > << 
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And, are more zealous others to deſtroy, 

Then,of the meanes their own peace to enjoy z 
A madneſs, which worſe plagues procures, 
Then peſtilential Calentwres, 


15. 
Ariſe oh GOD, advance thy Thyme on high 
| Thy ſelf, let thine own attsgs glorite. 
Thy Fuſtice and thy Mercy fo unite 
Thar,they may honor thee in all mens ſight. 
Rebuke thoſe who delight in war, 
And, to thy Saints injurious are: 
Give peace to thoſe, who peace affect, 
And,them from all cheir foes protetr, 
That, R:ghrerſneſs and Peace may hither 
Recurn, and here, ſtill ratgn rogecher. 
Thy foes,are now become exceeding ſtrong, 
| Thy comng, therefore, Lord, defer not long, 
But, I have done : for, thou, with powre 
Art coming, and wilt keep thine hour, 
I6, , 
Dear GOD, this petty ſacrifice of mine, 
| Was took out of a Treaſury of thine, 
And,of mine own,l, naught can thereto add, 
Except my hear! which, trom thee, too, 1 had, 
Kept to thy /e/f, now, let that be, 
And, never left again to me, 
Or wander thicher, where it may 
Unto the world be made a prey ; 
| Or, by che temptingsof the Devil, 
Be drawn unto the love of evil, 
Then,rbs, (and char ,wbich I have heretofore, 
To praiſe thee offer'd)tbee,ſhal praiſe much more, 
Then many things, done, beard, and rold, 
In Tewpes, deckt with falk, and gold, 
B 2 
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33 
T he third Hymn, proceeds to a thank fal Illuſtration of 
GOD': deſerved Praiſe, by, acknowledging bis Al- 
mightineſs ; bis obſerving what hath been openly 
and ſecreily done in ev*ry part of the world, by both 
the ſaid Nations, and that mo praiſe: # juſtly 

% due to ether of us, but (hame ra ber, for onghe per- | 
formed in the ſaid [ngagement, | 


MY: Almighty LORD of Ho-fts, 
YL High Proreftor of our Coaſts, 
Who, commandf, as thou doſt pleaſe, 
Fire and Water, Earth and Seas , 
Who, lookſt down from heay'n, upon 
All that here on earth is done, 
 And,ſurvey'| her darkeſt parts, 
Ey'n the Crannies of mens hearts. 


2. 

Thou beheldſt the Preparrimns 
Of theſe wilful Neighbring Nations , 
Thou, haſt heard what they haye ſpoken, 
Heedeſt what fuch words betoken : 
Thou haſt ſearch'd our their Deſigns, 
Wich what thereto them'inclines, 

And, ktrowſt wherher of the >, 

Is the worſt, if one beſo. 


3. 
Thou, obſerveſt what was done; 
Not in Africa alone | 
Or, both dies; but, what was 
Done, likewiſe, im'ev*ry place : 
Why the Engtiſh and the Durch 
Are divided now ſo'thuch ; 


12 
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What isfalſe,with what is true ; 
And, to which moſt blames due, 


* 


4s, 

Thou remembreſt, what Relations _ 
Have been long between theſe Nation, 
W hat profeſſions to each other, 
They did make when knit together 
Yea, whatthey profeſt to rher, 
Which now ſeems torgor to be, 

As if they were not ſuch me», 

Or ſuch Chrrfft1on3,now, as then» 


3. 
To prevent what is begs, 
Much, by thee, was timely done, 
But, their Avarice and Pride 
Them, did more and more divide, 
To ſe!f-wil they did adhere 
Like men withont wir, or fear ; 
So, thou leftft them both, ro do 
What they were jhclin'd unto, as 


6. 

Then, with Streamer: and with Flags, 
Fooliſh vaunts,and ſhameltſs brap ps, 
They weigh'd Anchors from the ſhore, 
Which, by ſome, was ſeen no more 3 
And, with an unchriſtian 
*Gainſt each obher did imgape; 

Fire and # ater, inthat hour, 

Striving which ſhould moſt devour; 


7. 
Dread of Death, that man amazes ; 
Noiſe, and ſmoke, and ſadden blazes 
T his man blinds, and deafneth (ſo 
That, be knows not Friend from Foe, | 
B 3 Some, 


14. A Private Thank-Oblation, 
.Some, are ſlain by their own Tools, 
Wiſc-men ſpeed as ill as Fools , 

Here, a Valiant Souldier dies, 
There, a Coward ſprawling lies, 


Loud the thungdring Guns did roar, 
Sa.ls, and Maſts, and Keel: were tore ; 
Ships, were either ſplic, or fir'd , 
Men, by thouſands, there expir'd, 
This man ſinks, and that man ſwims, 
Some eſcap d, with loſs of limbs, 

But, to whether beſt befel, 

Thou alone, 0h Lord, cant tell, 


9. 
Horrid fghts, and ſounds without, 
Them :Maulted round about, 
Which, in ſome, did thoughts begin 
Thar, rais'd greater Fright: within , 
And,though wounds did grieye them fore 
Thar, tormented them much more; 
For,their pains,none can deflare, 
Who, ir hrs wounded are. 
10. 
This,we know, that thou arr juſt, 
As is ev'ry thing thou dolt : 
Thou, art kz»d, and loy it ſo well, 
That by wowndings thou doſt beal, 
Thon art wiſe, arid aeſt lo, 
That,we thereby, we »:ſe might grow ; 
And, by what was lately done, 
Might »ew mercie: be begun, 


; I1, 
Not to w, LORD, for the ſame, 
Be the praiſe, but, to thy Name : 


Unto us, for what was done , 
Nought belongs, but ſhawe alone, 
We, were {o much terrify'd, 

That, we knew not what we did, 

Nor yet ſeem to underſtand, 
W hart work, thou haſt now in hand, 
I2, 

This Correltion was in Love, 

Which, if both ſhould ſo improve 

Asif they had grace) they may 

By true penitence, this day 

Our, endeavour to be Friexds, 

To thine honor, ſo much tends, 
Thar, it would for both theſe Nations, 
Prove the beſt,of their Oblations, 

13, 

Victories, do not belong 

Toan Arm of Fleſh, though ſtrong] 

'Tis nor Policy nor Force, 

Ships, nor Treops of Menand Horſe, 

No,nor formal thanks and prayrs, 

That prevents Death or Deſpair, 

Bur, it is thy powerful Arm, 
That ſecures from fear and barw, 


14. 
Therefore. praiſe, for all well done, 
I aſcribe to thee alone: 
All.chat men have brought to paſs, 
Merits nothing but D:ſgrace, 
And the beſt that we can do, 
Will but #-:e add thereto, 
It we keep our crocked wayes, 
Or, ſhall grudge at thy due praiſe, 
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Occaſioned by ſomewhat ſpoken concerning 
this Thank-Oblation, and this Authors os 
ther VVritings. 


Þ may be, many will theſe Hymns contemy, 
Becauſe,they do not reliſh wel to them, 
They likewiſe, may Inferiour Gods off exd, 
Becauſe in this Oblation, I intend 
No praiſe to them, but that, prarſe ſhould be given 
To magnifie alonr, my GOD im beaver, 
The farit of theſe, { leave totheir own wade, 
{n offring up Oblations «nto GOD ; 
For, if well- pleaſing unto bum they be, 
T bey cannet be diſtaſteful unto me , 
And, whatſorver they of me ſhall ſay, 
[ may be thereby profited ſome way, 
A' for the latter,there #« [ittle need 
That,1, totherr deſerving ſhould take beed : 
For, Prophets, Prieſts, and Poets of their own 
Enough they have,to make their merits hnown, 
Theſe, toextoll their Patrons, can, and may 
Write more, and ſpeak, much more, then 1 dare ſay, 
Who, (#hatſor'er advantage thence may flow,) 
Can praiſe no man, for what I do not know, 
Theſ*, do as their Inſpirers, thens incline, 
And,1 dr54s I am inſpir'd by mine, 
Moreover, it becomes not bins who ſings 
A Song of praiſe «»0 the King of Kings, 
The Attributes of men to wtermingle 
W.t5 his (as to theſe works he worksth ſingle) 
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That , were t6 follow thew abſurd examp't 

Who wo: (bip GOD and Baal within oxe Temple, 
Or Chroniicle the Deeds by HER O's doxe ,, 
With T ales of Robin Hood, «nd Little John : 
For theſe reſpebts, | know wen Sober-witted 
Wil me excuſe for what may ſeem omitted; 
And, as for thoſe men, who ſo prudent are net, 


Whether, they me excuſe, or no, I care not» 


To my Dearly Beloved C hildren. 


AR twenty years now paſt, though I had 
then »emperal poſſeſſions, which I might pro- 
bly have given and bequeathed, I compoſed and 
intended tor your Legacy, A Seljloqirieand Prayer- 
which Ihbad ſpread in Writing betore GOD on 
your behalves ; and1 believe it ſhall continue for 
ever in his view:Bur, there being but one Coppy 
thereof, both you and I were deprived of that 
Compoſure, when the Book for which I here ſuffec | 
was taken out of my Cloſet, Therefore , __ 
now likely to be ſo ſeparred from you, how muc 
ſoever it may concern our temporal or ſpiritual. 
well-beings, that 1 may thencetorth perbaps ne- 
ver ſee you more. I ſend you this Sacrifice of 
Praiſe and Prayer, next following, to be inſtead of 
that which is loſt; for it contains in effe&t ſome- 
what, (as to the Peticionary part) of that which 
was ſpread before GOD (as aforeſaid) ina larger 
Scrol. Take it into your ſerious conſiderations, 
and lay it up among your Evidences3 For it will 
ſpeak to your advantage, when | can ſpeak no 
more for you, when other men who can ſpeak 
f.r you, will not; when many perhaps will ſpeak 
C againſt 
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againſt you, and when you ſhall not be able to 
ſpeak for your ſelves, 

GOD, ſanRife unto you this brief Memuran- 
dum, and you to his glory, that we may all meet 
together in him to our everlaſting joy, Be obedi- 
ent to your Mother, the enjoyment of whoſe 
Company, will more then —_— the loſs of 
mine ; For GOD hath endowed her with ſo much 
maternal prudence and love, that by her counſel, 
(if you deſpiſe ir not) your Foſtericy may be con 
tinued on the Farth untill Chriff comes to gather 
together his E/ef. Remember the counſel of your 
earthly Father, that the promiſe made by your 
- heavenly Father to the Kechabi'es may be inlarged 
to you and your Poſterities, For, your and their 

erfonal obedience to GODs Covenant made 
withall Maxkind in ' brit feſw, will be required 
(according to thar aſſiſting Grace which he vouch- 
ſafeth ) toward the accompliſhing of what I bavye 
prayed for-concerning you. The bleſling of 
GOD be with you,and Farewell, 


| rour AfeRtonate Father, 

NengareFeb, 15, 
© 1662, 

Cl: <4 Gao: WirutR, 
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A 
Sacrifice of Praiſe and Prayer 


| Offered unto Almighty GOD, by George 
Wither for his gracious Frowdence”, in 
providing for Him, his Wife and Children, 
during his Impriſonment in the ditgrace- 
ful Gaol of NEW GATE, and when lett 
deſtitute of all ordinary means of iub{1- 
ſtance, by being deprived both of his E- 
ſtate and Liberty, 


| Donate ney. my Prayers and my Pra:ſes,be 
| L,Unworthy to be offred up to thee, 
Thus (as | am obliged) I aſſay 
To adde unto thine hoxor what I may, 
BY publiſhing both with my Tongue and Pen, 
Thy Loving we 1 to the Sons of men , 
Eſpecially, in thoſe particulars 
Whereby chy kindneſs unto me appears. 
Prais'd be thy bleſſed Name; For,thou art ſpeedy 
In omg thy compaſſion to the needy, 
And leav'it not any ſuffrer in deſpair 
Who, timely ſeeks thy help by faithful prayer, 
Jin patienc m—_ during bis probation, 
} [For chy appointed hour of Salvation. 
Of this, thy never failing ( /emency, 
ew men have had more evidence then I, 
Or in all ſtraights, vouchſaf'd more ſeaſnably 
needfull, and a competent ſupply 
C2 


Yea, 


20 A Sacri "ce of Praiſe or Prayer. 

Yea though my ſ=f-:»g5 have been great & many 

And, I, in fleſh as ſenſible as any 

Ofev'ry grievance, thou haſt by their length 

Improved ſo my patience and my ſtrength, 

Thar,ofc ſuch grievance: were not alone 

As collecable as if they were none ; 

Bu:, ſuch as alſo, have my joy increaſt 

Whea | co other men ſeem'd motit oppreſt, 

For,though I bave compleated now, well-near, 

In weal and woe, the chree and fifcierh year, 

And fix 'o+fi.ements, lince I firſt begun 

Thar work, which I thought needful co be done; 

Thou haſt preſerv*d me fo, and me ſoarmed, 

Againſt all changes, that,nonc me hath harmed ; 

W hich,unto me, a &»ow/edge doth derive 

Of what thou art, chat's more then ſpeculative ; 

Thar, whac experimentally | ſpeak, 

In other men,may more impreſſion make, 

Then when | Ner:0x5 only ſhall declare, 

Thar were infus'd into me, through the car, 

And *cis not thy lealt Mercy,rthat of late, 

Thou dofſt their ſeeming Charity abate, 

Who, thought, they might thereby bave tempted 

To wrong my conſcience,and be falſe ro thee,' me 

By ſmochring,or Adulterating chat 

Which,ro Truths vindication may relate : 

For, when with needful food men baictheir hook, 

The heedleſs hungry Fiſhes are ſoon took , 

And,whether, we confide in thee or no, 

Whilſt we have Otl and Meal, tis bard co know. 
Nor, I, nor mine, (though rob'd of all) ought 

That's needtal tor the belly,or the back, (lack, 

Thou haſt my Wite and Children cloth'd and fed, 

Whea I could give them neither Cloth nor __ ; 

And, 


A Sacrifice of Praiſe or Prayer, ""M 
And,from the earth,when (in ſeed branch & root) 
I ſeemed likely to be rooted our, 
My Withyed ſpr om:s,were then by the re-planted, 
Where they enjoy che nouriſhment they wanted ; 
So timely,and in ſuch a manner too, 
Was that vouchſatd, which thou were pleas'd to do, 
Thar,for it, my wel-w ſhers prais'd thy Name; 
And yext thereat,my envious foes become, 
Eſpecially,in that place,where their worſt 
Andlaſt deſpights, were manifeſted firk ; 
For,there,and in their ſight, by whom undone 
I ſeem'd to be,that mercy was begun. 
The Fawl:es, from whom I was deſign'd 
To take my Being, thou haſt now twice joyn'd, 
And,their two Sar-ame', being joyn'd cogether, 
Denominate my Gra»/[»», HUNT L' WITHER, 
Who,t> in poſlibility co have 
Earth of bis own, wherein to make his Grave z 
And find a live/yhood whilſt here he lives, 
If he,thy Bounty thankfully receives, 
(And,no whit farther ſhall be truſted in, 
Then that ſhould be, which bath ſupplyed been 
Inſtead of what 1 loſt) For,Lord,in thee, 
(And,not in what thou giv*ſt) our truſt ſhould be. 
My only Da»ghter,when letr portionleſs, 
And without any likely hopefulneſs 
Of more then thou didſ on her Birthday give her; 
Yea,when I was diſabled to relieve her 
Thou didſt, ev*nin that great neceſlicy, 
Eſpouſe into a Loving Family, 
Enobled, by a Pedigree, or Strem 
Which bach no blemiſh co diſparage them, 
Or, ſych wants, as may make the reputation 
Of Births,and 7 «le; looſe their eſtimation. 
C 3 - Oh! 


22 A $aerifice of Praiſe and Prayer, 
Oh ! let thy fo uniting them together, 
Make them a mucual bleſſing to each other ; 
And,by conſidring wich due thankfulneſs, 
What thou haſt done for me in my diſtreſs, 
Make both my Children, and their whole defcent 
With thy good pleaſure,at all times content, 
Thar, rhey co others, good example giving, 
By their woell-doing, joyn'd with rsght beliewing, 
(And likewiſe heeding how thou doſt proceed 
With ſuch as in thy Fatherhood confide ) 
They never may deſpair,though quire bereft 
Ot what their earthly Fathers might have left : 
And,from my perſonal experiments, 
Let them, thereof to minde them,take ſome hints, 
For,when I by the world ſeem'd quite forſaken 
And.,ſhe,with Lad: and Goods, from me bad taken 
My Luberty , that, what then grieved me 
Might more im! iter'd,and redoubled be 
By what my Children ſuffred ; when, they had 
Mo means of comfort, and, thereby grew ſad : 
Thou, didſt for that a Remedy provide, 
By making chem, a Br:degoome, and a Bride 
(4 hilſt I impriſon'd was wirhin rhat place 
Which added to my Powerry diſgrace ) 
To my good liking,and their own content, 
Withour ſelf-ſecking,or diſpargement, 
This providential mercy,did appear 
The more,in that, they likewiſe married were, 
(AST awhile before, preſag'd they ſhould) 
Wirhout ſuch port:ons, as 1 lately could 
Have given them, when thou didſt me diſable 
Not withourt-cauſe, And, tis conſiderable 
Thar,they kept both their Weddings in the ſighr- 
Of choſe, who them purſude with moſt deſpight 
Ev'n 


| 
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acrifice of Praiſe And Prayer. 
Ev'n in my plundred houſe, and at that time, 
In which my wife, had not to welcome them 

A diſs or ſje+n, but what a neighbour lent, 

Or Meat, but what by thee was thither ſent, 
Yea, thou haſt, when the world deni'd us bread 
Me, and my Cwſort,competently fed. 
| (E*re fince,the world depriv d us of our own) 
| By them, whoſe faces are to us unknown , 
To evidence, that all thy 44 »t- are fricnds, 
To him,who on thy providence depends, 
þ Andtothe utmoſt of his power perſevers 
In juſt and conſcientious endeavers : 
| Yea, though corruption ſo in him prevaileth, 
Thar of his daty many waies he faileth. 

He, hoping thoſe Experiments, to ſome 

May comfortable in like treignts become , 
Thus, for their ſakes,in words exprelt they be ; 
For, without words, all chings arc known to thee, 
|  Allthis confider'd,l obliged am 

To take unto my ſeif deſerved ſhame, 
When,therewich I well heed, how oft, by fin, 
To thy Commands, have rebellious been, 

As alſo, that exceeding graciouſneſs, 

Which thon to me vouchſafeit ne*rtheleſs : 
And, it begets in me a greater fear, 

Then when thy Chaſtiſcments upon me are , 

For. in correRing me, thou art more mild 
Then is a loving Father to bis Child, n 
When he not only cbi4eth, but intrears, 

Kind language, mixing allo, with his threats, 
Whips him;then kiſſerh ; and ſomerimes,to le: 
Him weep_ doth ſhed as many tears as he, 

LORD, for thoſe merc'es, graciouſly afforded, 

(Well meriting, by me to be recorded) 
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Accept 


24 A Sacrifice of Praiſe and Prayer, 


Accept this petty Seorifice of Praiſe, 

And, make us truly thankful all our dayes, 

(Nor only in our verb4l I hank-oblations 

But alſo, in our /ives and converſations) 
For,thongh we cannot golden gifts prefer 
Yer,we may offer Frankincenſe and Myrrh, 

And from him,who hath not a Lamb to give, 

A Dove,thou with acceptance wilt receive, 
Vouchſafe us,in each remporary trial 

A conftaut progreſs wich true ſe/f-denial; 

Let not the Benefit: we have received 

Be underpriz'd, becauſe we were bereaved 

Of thoſe exrernals,which we have enjoyed, 
For,their enjoyment might have us deſtroyed, 
Yea, thoſe whom thou mak'ſt po»y chou loy'lt as 
As thoſe, whom thou art pleased toim'ch, (much 
And, by thy Grace, we may advantage make, 

Ot whatſoever thou doſt Give or 7 ake. 

Kecp m-and m ne from that Preyarication 
Which turns thy proffer'd grace, to Reprobation, 
Incline us to delire, and to embrace 
All means of perſeverance in thy Grace, 

And, never Jerthe as&inr,or the granting, 

Of any neceflary gift be wanting, 

Make us to ſhun and hate, all things, whereby 

We may offend chy awful Majeft> ; 

Nor limicing thy Mercy, neither ſlandring 

Thy juſt Decree-,as cauſes of our wandring : 
For,no man to be wicked is inforc'd, 

Or lefc by thee, untill heleaves thee firſt, 
Which, all men will confeſs when from cheir eyes 
Thar ſcurffe is rub'd , which yer upo'ithem lies, 

So knit us in one /r#e /ove knot to echer 
By loving chee, and love to one another.” 

, That 
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That, we in all Temprations fait may ſtand 

And Sathan, nor the world diſſolve that band; 

For, here Love, in che heart keeps reſidence, 

Diff rence in J-g went, gives no more offence 

Then diff'ring faces,although more delighc 

We take in thoſe, who /ove and judge aright, 

When we offend, Corre& us as our Faber 

With all chy 7 mporary ſconrges, rather 

Then ſuffer ſins, by fins to be correRed, 

( Which is the greateſt Plague can be inflicted) 

And that,we faint not underneath thy Kod, 

Wirth friper,m:x mercy (till, my gracious G OD. 
I ask nor Hozors, Liverty, nor Wealth, 

Nor temporary pleal urs no nor health , 

Savesſo far only,7s hou k1owſt the uſe 

Of ſuch things to chine honor may conduce 

With our e:erzal ſafety,and the Good 

Ot choſe wich whom »e have a Brotherhood. 

And, hereto, I will add, but this Requeſt 

(Which comprehends all chat can be expreſt) 

For me and mize, Oh | letic LORD, be plac t, 

Where it may ſtand , as ages T ime (hall lait , 

Within thy fight, and though, nor 1.nor they 

For whom I ſue, can merit whatlI pray, 

Vouchſafe ir, for his ſake, in whom | have 

So much confided,as his Booxe to crave, (ſprung, 
Let us Dear GOD , from whom our Children 

And,all their Off-(pring, whether o/d or young, 

Who, from our lotns have being, or ſhall come 

Into this world, untill the day of Uoow, 

By him be ſo preſerved, at whoſe colt 

Redeem'd we were, that no ſo«/ may be loſt, 

Or be deprived of thy promiſes 

In paſling thorow this /ifes wilderneſs, | 

D Either 


Either by Adams fault, or our own guilt, 

And then, of other things give what thou wilt : 

For, this | value more, chen it I had 

Thy Gra nt, « e ſhould all K »g« and O ex: be 

Poſleſling in this lite the largeſt meaſu!e (made, 

Of temporary hn», wealth, and pleati re, 

For they are Baubles, in reſpe& of thac 

Myſan&ity'd Ambrion aimeth ar, 

They who obtain'd molt of them, were bnt ſlaves 

Who dropr with infamy into their Graves 

And oft leſs miſery, to them befalls 

Who get their bread, by robling under ſtalls , 

Or,in this world, advanced are no higher 

Then raki"g dirty rags out of the mire, 

Thus, I in brief, have ſumm'd up my *eg«-ſ? . 

Granc this,and let who ple4ſeth, take the reſt- 
LORD, 1 know none, who,ever heretotore 

Did in this mode, thy Majeſty implore, 

And,from what he believes of thee it comes, 

Tbhat,ſo to do, thy ſervant now preſumes. 

Forgive me it this abſolute Petition 

Extends beyond the bound of my Comm'ſſion ; 

For,nothinglT intend, what ere I crave, 

> ave,what thou art well-pleased I ſhould have, 

Whoſe willl ſo prefer before mive own 

In all chings (if ro me my heart is kuown) 

T hat whatſoever may ſucceed thereon 

Now, or hereafter, Let thy will be done, 

My foul thou haſt inclined to belive 

His Promiſes,who ſaid, Ah, «nd» eceive, 

Help then my »»belref : For, if the grant 

Of this Perr1509 ſhall that fulneſs want 

Which is deſir'd , no want of Love in thee 

Occaſions it, bus, ſome detects in me 3 

And, 
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A Private Thank-Oblation, 


And, that Obftrattior, which thereon is caſt, 
Shall by thy Love removed te art [aſt. 
He that in \aich and Love (an torhu Prayer 
Say, for b.m(: If, Amen,ſhall nev'r diſpair e; 
For it implies, he ts no ftr anger 'o 
What man may hope for ,and what ,GOD,will do, 


Newgate Feb, 1661, 
An Advertiſement. 


\ om that provate Poem,was taken from me? 
V for which I am now a ”r ſ mer, many Prin- 
red Books, Writings, and Evidences, being my 
proper Goods, were therewich unlawiully raken 
away; among which, there was a Manwuſcripr in 
Verſe, Inticnled + Legacy ro my Children,confiſting 
(as I remembember) of about three or four 
ſheers, wherein, that which is prayed for inthe 
preceeding Med+14'ion,in relation to my Poſterity, 
was much inlarged with ExpofF ulations and Petits- 
on; thereto pertinent, The Reſtoration thereof, I 
would acknowledge ro bea favour, though ir 
ought nor in juſtice to be detained, becauſe it con- 
tains nothing offenſive to the Civil or Spiricual 
Government now Eſtabliſhed : And this Adver- 
tiſement is inſerted,in hopeone of choſe to whoſe 
hand it may come, will be a means of reſtorin 
unto me both that Manuſcript and an Elegy.whi 
was alſo therewich taken from me, I would like- 
wiſe be thankful to the Reſtorer, 
Geo, Wither, 


At my Houſe in the Savoy, June 
1665, wa this Advertiſement 
added. 
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Being a Sol:loqnie, wherein this Author, 
sxpreficth the improbability cf -an «c>- 
tal proceeding further, in his endea- 
vours (r9 prevent tac Sins and Plegues 
ircrering) by ought offered to conſi- 
deration, 
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Plalm 1. 3, 


When Foundations are deſtrojed, what can 
the Righteous do 2 


, At a Non-plus, am this day, 

And,know not whac to think or ſay, 
Or, what partIam next to play : 

That, therefore , which | now expreſſe, 
Whether the mark I miſle or burr, 
Po publick view I will commir, 
And , leaveto GOD, the giving it 
In his owntime, a good ſucceſle, 
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We neither love his Lanes nor him, 
"Thoſe men , whoſe Deeds we did condem 
We ( by our imitating them ) 
Have juſtified in all their works, 
They , who have ſeemed ſe!f-deniers, 
In their profeſſing Trwþs, areliers, 
Like Lies look, but { ratch like Briars; 
Talk , Chriſtian-like , but , live like Twrks, 


3. 
Some, ſay I dote , and that *cis ſo, 
1 almoſt amperſwaded too, 
When I conhder what do: 
For litt-e leſs chendoreth be, 
Who gives them bread,who look for Chaſfe, 
Caſts pearls to ſwine, who long tor Draff, 
And ſtrives to ſave them,who do laugh 
When ſinking down to hell they be. 


4. 

F xamples we have had of old, 

And daily, we fulfil'd behold, 
What, hath been oft,of late foretold; 

Yet, more and more beſotted grow. -. 
Nor Chaſt:iſements nor Mercy ſhew'd, 
Though oft withdrawn,and oft renew'd, 
Nor what hath for our ſins enſude, 

Can make us heed che things we know, 


What can by me, be /4id - done, 
To ſtop them, who ſtill headlong run, 
To meet the miſchieves coming on, 
And, which already are in view? 
Since,men will neither ſes nor hear 
What is apparant ev'ry where, 
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Nor have Grace, Courage, wit or fear, 
Who can prevent what may enſue > 
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How can Good ſequel: be expeQed, 

Where Truth and Keaſs* are negleRed, 

And,groſs crime”, net alone ſuſpeRted, 
Bur,aRed alſs, with ſhame? 

Wherezmen all prophanations dare, 

In all well-doing, comard: are, 

And ſeem to have nor ſenſe, nor care, 
Either of good, or evil Fame ? 


7. 

When, what relates to earthand heav'n, 
Seems of it _- uſe hereaven, 
(And what for common uſe was given, 

Made, only, for th* Ab»ſer: ſake) 
V Vhat buware wit, can ſave them from 
A ſad inevitable doom, 
VVho,falſo ts other men become, 

And, pitfalls, for themſelves do make ? 


8. 
VVhen firſt I did converſe with men, 
They were exceeding wicked then, 
But, now ſeem worſe by five'iin ten ; 
For, till of late, I never heard, 
That Fuch abominations were, 
So impudently aRed, here 
VVithin this c/ime, as now they are 
By probable Reporry, aver'd, 


9. 
If, F»fice executed were, 
If we were what we would appear, 
In thought,in deeds and word;fincere, 


Oppreſſors,and ſelf-ſerkers fewer ; 


It might be hoped, that,thoſe few, 

VVho,to good principles are true, 

Might more ſucceſlefully purſae 
V Vhar would art laſt,our weal procure. 

10. 

Bur. whilſt we ſec,one cr5ing ſin 

Brings ev'ry day,another in, 

V Vence new Coriuptious do begin, 
VVhar,can the Righteous hope or do; 

But,meckly wait on GOD, (untill 

Her meaſure, wi-ked>eſs doth fill) 

Submitting ail thiags to his will, 
And,adding their Ames, therero ? 

Il. 

VVhilſt we each mangie humour claw , 

Turn Grand ppreſſions into Law, 

Stand nor of GOD, or me» 10 awe, 
And, Truths, by Y wlence confure . 

V Ve bring bur fewel to that fire, 

Or, breath to blaw the fame till higher | 

V Vhercin,our hopes will quite expire ; 
And, Prudence then, is juſtly mute, 

I2, 

For, when GOD threatens Deſolations, 

If men turn dne bundliations , 

To 7r:um'h:,and yain Recreations, 
V Vhar,can be juftly then'expected 2 

But, changing hopes into deſpair s, 

More Breache: , inſtead of Re pairs, 

And, chat our tormal chanks and ayers, 
Should be offenſive, agd rejected ? 
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I3. 
Ofc, under Truſt is hatched Treaſon, 
V Viſe to be thought,is to want Reaſo7 , 
Sncervty 15 out of ſeaſon . 
Foundations, likewiſe, are orethrow : 
To ſpeak the Truth is now a Crime 
To look for fuſtice, *tis no time, 
(To be a Knave, the way to'elime) 
And,ſis, almoſt fu)l ripe is grown, 
I 


4. 
My wmit»eſs, therefore, having born, 
( Among men in the hope forlorn) 
Fle all alone, fit down and mourn 
For that, which cannot be prevented, 
My Lox, I le meekly take wich thoſe, 
VVhom,GOD, ſhall unts that expoſe, 


V Vhich may befall both Friends and Foes, 


And, therewith will remain contented. 
IF. 
This, now, is all that can be done, 
That,thereiore, I reſolving on, 
V Vill let the »or/d awhile alone, 
And,GOD,therein,to work his wil? , 
Ile only take that Ammumron, 
V Vhich gives no jult cauſe of ſuſpicion, 
And; withourt ſeeking their perdition 
Lec filchy men, be filthy till, 
I 6. 
Thus far forth, 1 have trod the Wax, 
V Vithout offence to any cauſe, 
Thats juſtihde, by Righteoug Laws . 
Bur,now,no turther can proceed : 
For, ſo,conf{ion here abounds, 
That, Good and Exv/, it confounds, 


And 


| 


| 


Nil Hltra, 
And whirles us in.an endleſs Ronny , + 
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For,they who dance upon the þbraqck; ©. 4 4c 


Of Hellit ſelf {and fondly think 

They are ſecure becauſe they wink ;)... 
Their open danger.cannort ſee, 

Burt are ſo vext tohear me tell: , [....\ 

Their Heaven borders upon Hell, .,..... 

That, for tay wiſhing ot them well, :.....:." 
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They wiſh bur lirtle good to me, , ,: 


NES 
Perhaps too, as the Round now goes... : 
They who my good intents oppoſe, 
(And are both mine and cbeir own tocs) 
May ſeek to rake my life away.;,,,, .. 
If they ſo do ;, when that 35 done, 
I ſhall beyond their reach be gone ;; ... . 
And he who all deeds looks upon,. . _... 
Will ſudden'y, their ſpight repay.., : 
7 Sk AS" 
Yer, I ſhall make no.ſuch Keque/?, © 
As may not with their wes/ conſilt : 
I, neither by the, Sword, or Peſt, 
Or Famine, wiſhaveng'd tobe, 
Or by ought elſe, which might deſtroy 
The life which here they do enjoy, 
(Though they that Mercy mi-employ ;) 
This, rather ſhall my Prayer be, 
20, 
Let GOD confound their pride, their hate, 
And all their Pt; annihilate 
Who ſhall deſign to praRiſe that 
Which may to bis diſhonor _ 
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Let none of thoſe endeavours thrive, 
Whereby ungodly men contrive; 
How, they another may deprive 
Of his juſt freedom, For, or Friend, 
on 21, 
This deprec#tion, doth not reach 
Mens Pe {oxs, or that Love impeach 
Which Chri/ts i» Verity doth teach : 
For, to avenge themſelves of wrong, 
Thar, givethliberty to none , 
Bur, todo good for evil done 
Required is of every one, 
To whom a Saintjip doth belong. 


22. 
- The publick welfare I prefer 
Before mine own particular ; 
And this for truch I may aver, 

Who ever ſhall the fame deny ; 
My Conntrey, or -my Scvereign Lord, 
Neither by-a#»z, or by word, 

Or, by my Pex, or by my Sword, 
To /elf-ends, injured have L 
_ 
T have not broke my Faith to thoſe 
Whodid a Tr»ft in me repoſe, 
Whether they prov'd my Friends, or Fors , 
Bur, did with Loyalty ſubmir 
To do, ot ſuffer gs chem 
Who exerciſe ; the Power Supream, 
Which is at the diſpoſe of. bjim 
Who gives and takes, as he ſees fit. 


24. 
Inever did for Love or Hate 
AR, or Deſign, to innovate 
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The Government of Church or State, 

Bur did my duries in my place ; 
And when I fear'd, thatfor our fit 
An Anarchy was creeping in, 
Endeavor'd, when it did begin, 

How,to preſerve the Commun-Peace, | 

2 

! When Civil Powers rn, divided, 
That then, both Fools and Wile men ſided 
As Intereſt or Conſcierce guided, 

I ſought not to inlarge. che rent , 
But, being called 4: to bring, 
To, (and by) them, whoſe counſelling 
Had been Authoriz'd by the King, 

I, co perform my duty, went. 

26, 

Retir'd from Cow#t and ( ity then, 
 Hividamong plain Conntrym:n, 
Employing otherwhile, the Pew, 

My private Muſings to record 
Which, I had more deſire to do, 
Then that which 1 was call'd unto 
TillI was importuned ſo 

Thar,l at laſt, put on my Sword, + 


I 


27 
Todo my beſt, forth arm dl came, 
(My Conſcience warranting the ſame) 
And purpos'd nothing wortby blame, 
By unjult viclence, or guile. 
| For, in ſincerity I thought 
A courſe we —_—_ as we © AR 
Whereby, means mig t to paſs be bro , 
Divided Fricnds to reconcile, 


E 2 


Bur, ſo diziſiprs rhem inrag'd, i 
Who were in that.Conteſt ingag'd, 
And, ſuch i? conſequems prefapd,' 

Thar, | my T roop did ſoon disband ; 
And, hopeleſs I ſhould ought aſſay 
Succeſsful inramartial way, 

My Sword, and Arms quiteflung away, 

And took my P:» again inthand. © 
Such new Adventures this began, 
That, I appeared:to be than 
Berwixt the Fire and Fryeg-par : 

For, ſuch proceedings 1efpy*'d. 
Thar, they who, wi hthe beſt intenc 
Purſu'd the way ia whichchey went 
(And ill co neither party meant) 

Found leaſt reſpe&R, on eitheP (ide, 

30 

To ſee what was gone we!l;y or 5: 
I had juſt caule, againſt my wil, 
To be there, an ey-witneſs (till, 

Where grand, Aff arrs tranſaRted were. 
As well the P-rſoz as the Name 
I knew of moſt men, who by Fame 
Were ſaid ro merit praiſe ror blame, 

And, who did bett or worſt appear, 
31 


Self-loye, baſe Awvarice, and Pride, 


I ſaw among themſelves divide 
The puhlick Rights, on either fide , 

Their, Foes befriending out of ſeaſon, 
Well-meining1nmcents deftroying, +, ;* 
Their power to fayour guilt«employing, *: 


v j 


And | 
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. 


And, often, t6'a ſelf-deſtroying, | 
Againſt their Friends commirting T} reaſon. 


I ſaw both GOD and Man offended, 
Much finding faulr, bur little mended. 
_— Life and Piery pretended , 
. few whoſe words and work were One: 

They who molt quarrell'd-with caclvother, 
In evil ſo agreed rogether, : 
That to repoſe a trult ineicher, 

I found but liccle vp none, 


The worle men were, FLATS the better, 
To ſerve their ends, andmuchthe ficter 
To be inriched, and made greater, 
Him who did moſt indulge their fin, 
Or, to inflame their luſt 'broughe fuell; 
Or, were unto their foes moſt cruel, 
1 hey kept about chem as a Jewel ; 
And, tuch, cheir chief eiteem did win, 


Such as had neither Grare nor #/ it, 

Such as Job judgzd men.unfir 

Among his Shepherds ye her fir, 
Even ſych as were, the other day, 

More worthy of contempt then thoſe 

Who liv'd by packing Hips and Sloes 8s 

(With ſuch food as on Hedges grows) 
Were honord, Vas -; more then they. 


Theſe having ſcratcht Fl favalch acifpowes 
Ig Comrt, and City, Town; and Tower, 
Did a& as if our fatal hour, ! * 1: 
Were hicher making anadvance; - 
bg E 3 


The 


30 Fam. © 
The mean while, men, bere and abroad, 
At Hazzard plaid, in fuck a mode, 
(Art hide, at Even, and at Odd Y © 
As if all things were rul'd by chance, 
_ 36, - 

Thereby, my hazzards greater were 
Then thoſe which I had cauſe to fear, 
When ”ar moſt dreadful did appear : 

For, at whatI before had done, 
One party only, took offence; 
But, I have anger,ever ſince, 
All parties,who have loſt the ſence 

Of what they ſecmto carry on, 


37. 
This, made me dip my Pex in Gall, 
Imparrially reproving all 
Without regard what might befal 
To me, whilſt juſt things I intended : 
For, alwayes I regarded ſo 
Their honor, and their profit too; 
With whom my Muſes had to do, 


That, none have cauſe to be offended. 


39. 

It ne*rerheleſs, on me ſo braught 
Their hate, whoſe welfare I had ſought, 
Thar of mine own, they left me noughe 

Which might my likely want f ' 
No place whereon to reft my head, ' 
No certainty of daily bread, 
But, in my old Age to be fed 
And cloarhed. by pure Charity. 


| 32- : 
In which ſtrait, GOD provided ſo; 
Thar, 1 yet live his work to dog 


Wel 


Ni Whra, 
Well pleaſed with my portion too , 


Yea, more then whten ic larger ſcem'd . 


For, what's bereaved was but Lumber, 
Which did wich many cares becumber, 
And, is not pitt into the number 

Of things which merit deit eſteem. 

40, 

I therefore, whatſoe*re befel, 
To high and low did plainly tell, 
( Whether they took itil} or well) 


Such things as I thoughr needful were - 


I 


And ofc expreſſed with my Pen, 
Whac mighe minde me and other men, 


More heed to take, both h-w, and when, 


Unto'our ſelves, we traytors are, 
4275 
And, Time to come, when Tam dead, 


Totollerate ane in my ſtead, 
That may perſue what TI begun 


When God (0 pleaſeth, let him come i 


To do him ſervice in my room, 
And, ler the work he calls me from, 
Thrive better, then it yet hath done, 


42, 

+ My time is almoſt wholly paſt , 
And, thinking this may be the laſt, 
For a Nil #trra here *tis plac't 

As having no more now to ſay : 
Burt if my lite God longer ſpare, 
And ſhall my heart anew prepare, 
His one farther to declare, 

Ile take this Bownder-ſtone away. 


" 

. 

*« | f \ 
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Shall finde, there wilt bill much need; * 


) 


a.” Nil Eltra, 


I ſute it ebys1 unto thele Mas: "YOM £2 
In that with-which moft fancies chimes; 
DE that in gmp/ing Remges, 
hich | ſuppoſe tg be-inſeaſon-; 

Elſe lictle heed they give thereto ;, 
Or if plain Truths obſerve they do, 
Good meanings are'miſtaken fo, . , 

Thar, ſafe ic is not $0 ſpeak Reaſar, "Y 


442! ; 

Things may reſult ſomertames perchance, . | 
Ev'n from a trifling eigeumſtanee, 
Which will be helptul to adyance --: +. 

The effecting of a Grand Deſign, 
Once e*re Eliſha would begin 
To ſpeak, a Fidler was call din, 
Of uſe, that ſeemgathen to. have been . 

For his Work; on phis for mine. 


Man propoſech,, hms.G OD Has and 
his willbe done..; ,! 10 | 


God | are the King- 
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Here followeth a brief Defence 1» anſwer to private 
ObjeRions, [ately made againſt ſome paſſages in 
thu Authors Writings, beretofore publiſhed, 


I Am informed by good friends, chat among 
| thoſe Expreſſions which 1 thought pertinent to 

this Generation, I have here and there interming- 
led that which is diſtaſteful ro many who are npt 
therein of my judgement, and char I have there» 
by loſt their good eſteem, This I finde experi- 
mentally ſo true , that not a few have negle&ted 
me, more to my grief in relation to them , and 
for their ſakes then for mine own , who am nor 
ignorant how 1 might both have prevented , and 
may yet repair that loſs hereafrer, Nevertheleſs, 
whatſoeverTam, or ma pe thereby expoſed un- 
to, my reſolution is, neither to deſerr thoſe Prix- 
ciples whereto I conſcientiouſly adbered, until I 
am convinced of errgur , nor to deceive any man 
by ſeeming that which 1 am not ; For, I ſo abhor 
to comply for meer outward reſpeRs with any 
Perſon or Society, in things which I cannot yet 
believe are agreeable to Gods revealed will , and 
Chriſtian prudence ;, and ſo far alſo from recanting 
what I have conſcientiouſly profeſſed, though to 
my perſonal diſadvantage, tho TI loſe all my feem- 
ing friends yet left, (who have not Love enough to 
be peaceably minded roward their Brethren, who 
are conformable, according to their underitand- 
ing, to the whole will of God revealetl in his 
word) that, as I will neither obſtinately reſiſt, or 
willfully negle& the means of berter 1wformation , 
ſo I will not recede from the Chriffigy Liberty due 
to me, and all other men. «Wh 
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42 to ſome Objeftions. 


Many ſuppoſe there is no ſalvariey, ſave in that 


particular Church onely, whereof they are Mem- 


bers: But, Ido believe, (as to me it ſeems implied |, 


in the 87, Pſalm) that the Cityof GOD extends 
It ſelf into every part of the world, even into 
Egypt, Phyliſtsa, Tyre, Ethiopia, yea and into Ba- 
bylen alſo, and, that under every outward Forms 
and D;ſpenſation whatſoever, GOD hath an 
elelt prople; who are Citizens of Syon, though their 
particular Churcke', which are, as it were, diſtin& 
Wards of that ſpiritual Corporat 10n, may have many 
blemiſhes, ignorances, errours, and defilements 
for the preſent. 7» many things, we erre all ; They, 
who know moſt, know bur in part, yea, the 
Apeſil:s long time after they were chaſen by our 
Sav owr, judged notaright of his Kingdom, nor 
were free from being ambitious of a Freluical 
Prih:+minincy, but fubzeRt to many wow | > 
fions , and ſome of them ſeduced for a while, by 
an Anti-chriſtian perſecuting ſprout, as many per- 
ſons in Congregational and National Churches have 
ever ſince been, and zealous without knowledge, 
in Practices and Principles tending to that Babylo- 
».ſþ Conſuſon, which will univerſally come to an 
end e're long, though it hath lately begun to be 
reinforced, True Fa'th cannot be evidenced with- 
out good work; , which being imperfe in the beſt 
men, we have no ſuch certain mark, whereby un- 
feigned D:ſciples may be known, as by their being 
Toving to each other, and charitably afﬀfefted ro- 
ward all men, yea, although they are our per- 
ſonal enemies : and this ark of diſtinguiſhmenc 
Cb flimelf hath left us, 
Upon tleſe and ſuch like conſtderations, I have 
| : been 
| 
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been as wary as. poſſibly I could, ſo to uſe my 
Chriſtian Liberty at all times, and in all places, 
that might not offend a weak believer : And, we 


' have ſo many among us, who diſſent from each 


other, that ir makes the performance ot that duty 
very difficultly inoffenive, and Ifach pur me 
to more trouble in the fleſh,and occaſioned more 
outward inconveniences, by infringing my jult 
private liberty, then many of choſe ſufferings put 
together, which ate very grievous to other men, 


; Idare, and do openly profeſs , (tho ſome think 


it needleſs) my belief and judgement, as ofc as I 
ſee juſt occaſion is given: yet Ido not volun- 
tarily ſeparate my ſelt from any Perſons or Con- 
gregations, who are not apparently and malici- 
oully wicked in their lives or do&rines z but ſe- 
parate from their damnable errors and fins only, 
as much as I may: yea, my Conſcience makes 
me afraid,l may juſtlyoffend by not comp'ying in 
ſome things /ndifferext, Civil or Divine,which are 
not repugnarit to Gods revealed Word, though 
not thereby commanded, 

'Where 1 know not any weak brother to be then 
preſent, whom I may thereby offend, fand when 
1 am thereto inclined for no carnal reſpeRs) L 
can communicate with any profeſling belief in 
Chriſt Jeſws, either in Humiltations, T hanksgivings,; 
Breaking of Bread in commemoxation of our $Sa- 
viours Paſlion, or in Prayer, where nothing is fo 
idolatrouſlyor ſuperſtitioully injoyned or praQti- 
ſed, that ic derogates from che honour of God, 
or 4s contrary to the Canon of his Ford, or may in 
myunderſtanding ſeem deſtryRtive to true Priety or 
Meralny; For all otber ſuch deticiengies or ſuper» 
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44 to ſome Objeftions,” 
fluities, as we may = to be in the outward 
worſhip of God, do but exerciſe love, humiluy, 
or meekneſ:, and I look upon them where ſuch 
be, as 1do upon mine own tailings or performan- 
ces, Whatſoever,where Icome,which I find co be 
ſo done or ſpoken, that I may abſolutely conform 
thereunto,wichour offence to God and mine own 
Conſcience, I therein joyn; and when ought is 
z&ed or ſaid, whereto I cannot fully aſſent, 1 lift 
up my heart in ſecret prayer to God, beſeeching 
him to vouchſafe pardon to me , and them for 
what is ignorantly offended in, and to reRifie 
both mine and their erroneous underſtandings, 
who are then preſent : which practice of mine, 
if not worthy co be exetnplar, | hope deſerves, at 
leaſt, a charicable cenſure, 

Moſt of the quarrellings amongſt Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſours, are about matters of leſs moment then 
tiching mint, and anxiſe, and occaſion the negleR 
of weightier matters, as it will appear, if well 
heeded; asalfo, that moſt of our Contelts {pring 
from ſe/f-love , though pretended for God, an 
tend more to fatistic the ambition and coveroul- 
neſs of men, then to advance his honour or true 
piery. For,it is evident.that a ſwperintendency over 
divineRites,and the Worſhip of God, is unduly aſ- 
fumed by many, ſurrepticioufly obtained, and ma- 
giſterially uſurped by ſom who had no lawful call 
thereunto,yea,& viciouſly exerciſed(in my judg- 
ment) by all thoſe who endeavour to compel men 
(otherwiſe then by loving cempellations) either 
to the omiſſion, or to the uſe ot this or, that Diſ- 
cipline or Form of Prayer , againſt their Con- 
ſciences.” They who think no Ob/Arwy's —__ 
| bh 
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6f God, but thoſe ſer forms, or extemporary De- 
votions which they affe&, are equally guilty of a 
ſuperſtirious errour : For, both the one and che 
ker chay be compleart or defective, warrantably 
or unwarrantably exbibked according as they are 
performed, Extempory Prayers are ſet forms to all 
who hear them, except to the ſpeakyrs onely , and 
x alſo, to ſome of their knowledges, who 
peak them, the greateſt part of thoſe Prayers 
are ſet forms, and otherwhiles, in that regard the 
more acceptable : For, that form which the Spirit 
of God hath at any time diGated, never leaves it 
to be leſs effe&ual then ic was at firſt, if it ſhall at 
any other time be offered up on the like occafion 
by thoſe, who'/with che ſame devorion, and a true 
ſenſe of what is wanting, ſhall faithfu'ly pray for 
itin the ſame words 
Some have affirmed in my hearing , that by 
declaring my private judgement touching mat- 
ters controverted, 1 expoſed my felf to more 
ſufferings, then were neceſſarily adventured : yet 
I do not {.) believe : For all chat I have publickly 
affirmed in ſubjeRs of that nature, whereupon 
troubles enſued, was by me intended for Gods 
Glory and the cominon good, (though rurned to 
my perſonal detriment in appearance) and the 
have hitherto, brought uponme no miſchief, which 
God hath not converted to my ſpiritual advan- 
rage; whereas, many of thoſe things, which my 
Cenſurers practice and profeſs, have occaſioned 
uncharitable ſeparations, withour any benefit to 
themſelyes or others; yea diſturbed cheir own 
and the ptblick tranquility, to the daily enlarge- 
ing of breaches, and to the hazzard of an _ 
verſa 


46 to ſome Objettions, 


verſal irreconcileable Diſcord; if the probable, 


evil conſequents, be not timely prevented, by an 
amicable declaring what we are perſwaded in our 
own hearc., as we finde jult occaſion 3; and by 
leaving other men to the ſame Liberty, untul 
they ſhall be as conſcientiouſly inclined to be» 
lieve otberwiſe: and then perhaps many will 
ſuſpeQ their own diſcretion as much as now they 
do mine; and make it to themſelves queſtionable, 
who required their former at?-ngs or ſuffer ings, at 
their hands, Let this be confidered by all thoſe 
Cerſurers of my open heartedneſs, to whom this 
ſhaſl come3 and let my friends be many or few, 
as God pleaſethz for my truſt is in. him onely , 
his bonour is my chief aim; from him I cannor 
conceal what I believe 3 and from men (as touch- 
ing th-ngs relating to his Service, and the peace 
of bis Church) Iwill not ; nordiſſemble my be- 
lief : as ic ſhould more appear, if it were always, 


as free for me co publiſh my thoughts, as I am to. 


write them, at this preſent, 
It 4s tor ſuch reſpeRs, queſtioned by ſome, 
What I am as to Keligion? and of what Seczery I 
. profeſs my ſelf tro be ; whereto I anſwer, that 1 
profeſs my ſelf a Ca holick © hriſtian : +miltake me 
not ; 1 do not mean a Roman Catbolick, which are 
terms contradictory to themſelves, being ſo 
uniced ; becauſe, the addition of R»manto Catho- 
lick, deltroyes that Denomination, lama member 
of that Church which is #»iverſal, and of every 
particular Church in thole places where | reſide, 
ſo far forth onely (and no turther) as it.js a mem» 
ber of, the Church Carbolick , protfeiling and 
practiling in purity , the Fanh, Dottrane , and 
Dire 
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D;ſciplinethereof. I am nor of / Paul, or Apollt*s, or Ct- 
Phas, or any Society, bur as they are of Chrift Jeſwr; whom 
I defire to know (as-Pau! ſaid he did ) not onely as he was 
in the fleſh, but as he is ſpiritually to be knownalſo z and 
to avoid that dividing into parties, which from the Fpe- 
files time ynril this day, hath rended more to the nouriſh- 
ing of Diſcord, and confirming of Error;, then to edificati- 
onin Piery and good life. | 

I ſeparate from no Charch, adhering to the foundations 
of Chriſtianity , not wilfully profcfſing. and praftifing 
what may be deſtrutive thereto , though there be ſore 
defe(ts or corruptions therein. I joyn not in domg or ap- 
_—_ what is not approvable in my nnderſtanging, yet 
am as far from a diſaffetjonate ſeparation on my part, as 
from ſeparating my ſelf from my ſelf, or a limb from my 
body, though painful and loathſome unto me, by a wound 
or fome diſeaſe : For I ſhall cheriſh it until ic ſo corrupts 
and gangreens, that it may deſtroy my whole body ; and 
then [ ſhall willingly be rid of it. In like manner, wait- 
ing m love upon Gods good pleaſure toward me and every 
weak member of Chri/ts myſtical Body, I will endeavour to 
preſerve my ſelf and them in unity, and leave the anatha- 
mizing or judging others to him onely , whoſe members 
they are, orpretend to be. 

The Title of a Catholick Chriſtian aforementioned , I 
affe@ not out of ſingularity, but admit of it by way of di- 
ftintion onely, to anſwer their queſtionings, who azk of 
what Religion, or of whac Church [ am: And I profeſs an 
abſolute adherence to the Catholick Church onely, becauſe 
that onely is infallible, and the Sanfuary of God upon 
earth, wherein his Myſicries are preſerved in purity 3 and 
wherein I may have afſutance of ſalvation by continuing 
thetein. T wave the confining my belief or praftice to any 
one National or Congregational Socicty of Chriſtians, not out 
of a faious inclination , or petulent diſeſteem of any : 
But having a deſire to be inſtrumental in uniting men diſ- 
ſenting in judgement both unto God, and to each other in 
Love, | conceive that endeavour would be ſuſpeRed of 
partiality, and not fo effeFually proſecuted, if I made my 
felf a party with any one Fraternity more then with an- 
other : ſome of whom ſtrain at a Gnat , and ———_y A 
a2M- 


: ome Ob ſet ions, 

Camme}l;z orſo prefume of their infallibility , that they 
exclude all as Reprobates, who difcat from them in Ds- 
Five or Diſcipline; having alſo more affeRion for thoſe 
who are zealous in the Opinions and Formalities which they 
_ approve, (though held in unrighteouſneſs for carnal ends) 
then they have for them, who are conſcientious profefſours 
of the Tr»th in godlineſs and ſincerity, according to their 
meaſure of faith and underſtanding, if they diſſent from 
thembut in a Crotchet.For theſe m— ſuch like reſpe&s [ fuf- 

notmy ſelf to be bound up with any Congregation, as 

reſaid) but ſo laras the Chriftien Liberty, and the excr- 
Cife of Charity towards all men may be preſerved : asalſo 
the Peace and Credis of all Seciezies profeffing ]eſuws Chriſt, 
ſo far forth as it ought to be ; for though he may baye 
ſomewhat to alleadge againſt them, (as he had agaioſt the 
ſeven Churches in ſis, to whom be wrote by St. John) 
they arc all in ſome degree Nurſe: of Picy and good man- 
ers: And many thouſands hayc had, and have in them, 
initiations into that which is beſt approvable.Otur VV ational 
Church was my firſt Nurſe, and I confeſs with thankful- 
neſs, I from thence firſt drew nouriſhment, ſtrengthening 
me towards eternal life ; that I had thete allo,dry Nurſes, 
ſome of which fed me wholeſomely, and ſome to the en- 
dangering my being poiſoned or ſtarved. But Þ have but 
one Spiricual Mother, which is the Catholick Church afore- 
meationed. 

There are other Objeftions whiſpered ; ſome agaiaft my 
late pnb'iſhed Meditations upon the Lords Prayer ; fome 
again my TraQt, caticled , The Perſecution of the Tongue 
aweng Brethren, a manuſcript got yet publiſhed; and ſome 
others, which I ſhall by Gods affiftince,vindicate as ſoon 
as I have leafure, from miſapprehenGons; and make it 
evidery, there are many who baye heretofore complained 
of ſeverity in thoſe, by whom they were perſecuted for 
theic Conſciences,who would quickly (had they power an- 
ſwerable to their will improve ir into that Perſecution, 
which is the Mark of the BEAST in the forchead,or in the 
hand. But, having for juſt cauſe, added this bere, I will 
conclude fot the preſent, heartily beſeeching GO D, that 
his Peace may be eſtibliſhed and continued among his 
Saintsfor ever. 

FINIS. 


